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DEC - 1 2003 
Federal Gornrnuniwtmns Commissmn 

Mhce of tho Secretaly 

s" @! I wntc lo support d 'Petition Tor RcconsideratIoi~'to Docket WT Docket No. 99-87. 
Impltmentarior of Scctioris 309(1) a id  337 ofthe Comniunicatioi~s Act of 1934 i l ~  Amended: 
RM-9332 Prunioiion of Spectruiii ETticleni Technologies on Cmain Pan 90 Frzqucncics nlis 
peiiitnn is exrrcmcly vital io cnntinuln: the mission or filrfi&ters and cmcrgLmcy medical 
seyviccs in Illiiiois aid seieral sunuundin~ areas fivoiii becon~ng  fully ~nteroperablc. 

htcropersbility ill low^ oui firzfizhtcrs and EMS to coordlnatc cffoi-is whilc tesponding to 
3 terrorist iiltack, ha/ardelis inatCridS Spill, or f i le Illinois' first respondzrs Iiave a systzrn of 
inlei o p c  ability h iown as MABAS. tlie M ~ l r ~ i a l  Aid BOX Alami System, allowing ~oniniuiiicarion 
rhrou2hout thc Chicago aiea arid across Jllinois tn coni~iiuiii~atc ori n commcm channel This 
syslein Ius bzzn in existcrice since the late 1960's. and W L ~  consolldatcd in communitlrs in aiid 
xoiiiid :lie City of Chicago MARAS has e~paiided from Northern Tllmois ro mclude many part5 
ot Ccnrral Illinois 2nd Soutlicrn Illinois. Loordinating sicas around St Louis, Missouri. MABAS 
is attempting to cxpand to include the entire state of Illinois along with adjoinin: communi~ies in 
Irididna. Iowa, Missouri a i d  Wisconsin The deadline of January 13, 3004 io submit applications 
will prrLeiir rlic ce~i~mun~t i t . s  from participating in this sysleni. 

SLater, c.itie5. aiid countics are f m n x  budget deficits and cuttin$ spending. Our 
firefighters are stru;_:ling 16 purchase equipment that is rated to respond lo terrorist attacks and 
meet thcir daily respons~b~lities. Haviny to replxe radio equipment is an additional financial 
burden many dcpailniciils will  nnr be able to bc,u. This is especially true for volurllctx fire 
ckpdrtnients 'l'hesc departincnts constmtly struggle to maintain equipment. facilities, and 
prcrvidc rhcir fii-efi$lers wi th  the proper trainin$ they need. Rcquiring new equipment and 
technolosy whilc helpful in rhr Ions tenn, will bc a trcinendous thort-tcnn burden that will 
a l i ~ n d i c  dcptmiei irs 2nd build R teclinoloyical divide in the fire fightins coniiiiuiiity 

I Iiridt.stand the need to advallce the 115e vi" narnowliaiid technology and increasin~ tlie 
etficicncy orthe spectrum ' I h k  11s bccn a process [ha( began in 1932 and has bum slow to take 

Commission will Qive consideration to the i~cedr of first rcspoiidcrs In Jllinois who in us^ 
conim~iiicntr wilh tdi oilier. I belicve the rimc l i m e  est;lbllshed by the Co~nmiss~oii will no\ 
illlow coiiiiiiunities to gathtr and suhnii: lice~~sing informarion, purchase n e c e s ~ r y  equipment. 

cffca. M h l e  1 ippreciate the Commission's inilialive to advaiicc this proccss, I hope the 
I 
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and join the MABAS system 

The 'Pelirinn for Reconsideration' has been filed by a hroad ranze ofpubhc slifety 
ndvocdcy groups incluhiiy, Association of Public-Safety C ' o ~ ~ m ~ n i c d l i o i i ~  Offcials- 
International. Tnc t kPCO), thc International Association of Frre Chiefs. h c . ,  and the 
hrcmatiolial Municlpnl s i p d l  Association (IAFCITMSA). lntcm.?tiondl Aswciation of  Chi& of 
Poiice ("MCP"). .Major Cities Chiefs Association (MCCA), National Sheriffs' Associalioii 
(NSA), Mqlnr County Sheriffs' Association (MCSA), and the National Public Safety 
Telecommunications Coiiiicil ( N J S T C )  I welcome the opportunity to meet with you and 
discuss Ihe status of this pt ihhi i ,  nal-rowbuidin; and the cornmimications nccds of first 
responders. Thank you, for your consideration of this rnattcr 

Sincerely. 

Richard J .  Durbin 
Llnitcd Stales Senator 
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